90    FORTY YEARS IN AND OUT OF PARLIAMENT

give all my time to the L.C.C. as I was also in the House of Commons,
but we did assert ourselves on occasions and kept alive Progressive
principles. Unemployment was the dominant issue and put every-
thing else in the shade. When the triennial election came along
we did not unduly exert ourselves. The Municipal Reformers did
not trouble to put up a candidate against us in S.W. Bethnal Green:
they had tried so often and failed they did not think it worth while,
But Labour did, though we did not take our two opponents very
seriously. There had been no more severe critic of the Means Test
than I had been, yet this was used as a weapon to destroy us. As
the party of the right was not attacking us, we became identified
with it and were held up to opprobrium. Therefore, in 1934, after
twenty-eight years, my membership of the L.C.C. was brought to
an end, and with it, the Progressive Party.

I had found it a strain to combine membership of the House of
Conimons with membership of the County Council, and from that
point of view it was a happy release. But I do regret the end of
the Progressive Party. They had done great things for London
and left a more indelible impression than Labour has succeeded in
doing.

In 1889, they initiated a new era in London and the momentum
of their activities went on long after they ceased to be in power.

There are great things still waiting to be done for London. The
destructions of the war present an opportunity for its replanning
that has never occurred before, except after the Great Fire when
Christopher Wren presented his bold scheme.

Some of my ideas appear in my book on London and its govern-
ment. Time will show whether new men and new women will
arise to revive the old spirit that inspired the Progressives in the
heyday of their power.

CHAPTER   VIII

BACK  IN  THE  HOUSE   OF   COMMONS

THE Coalition Government in 1918 swept the country. The
Coupon did the trick and few got elected without it* Lloyd George
had his majority but most of his old Liberal colleagues had dis-
appeared in the process. Asquith was defeated and so were all
his -friends of Cabinet rank. McKenna, Runciman, Samuel,
McKinnon Wood, all were but of Parliament. Asquith nominated
Donald Maclean as Chairman of the Parliamentary Party and apart
from Sir Francis Acland and Wedgwood Benn, few of his followers
had had much previous experience.